Upcoming Speakers:
Wednesday, September 7th, from 7:00-7:25pm:
Tammi Morton is the Project MAX Coordinator for Western PA. She works at the PEAL Center in Pittsburgh in a partnership with PEAL and PaTTAN.

"...all students have the right to learn about the world around them and find their place...I have seen remarkable things happen once we started exposing our students to general education curriculum--better communication, interest in the world around them, more acceptance by peers, and participation in the general education program."   ---Pritchard, 2014

The heart of Project MAX is providing standards-aligned instruction regardless of the educational setting. The project's purpose is to increase the capacity of Pennsylvania schools to provide all students, including those with complex instructional needs, with maximum access to the general education curriculum. Project MAX embraces the idea that students with disabilities are general education students first, and should be held to the same expectations as all other students. 
The Project MAX team is offering five courses at no cost for those interested in learning more about maximizing educational experiences for all students. 
Wednesday, October 5th, from 7:00-7:25pm:
Greg Traynor is the Senior Consultant at PittRehab llc.  In 1999 he had a diving accident and became a person with quadriplegia (C4/C5). He obtained his Master’s Degree in Rehabilitation Counseling and Assistive Technology Certificate in 2007 from the University of Pittsburgh.  
PittRehab provides assistive technology evaluations for OVR customers, independent assistive technology evaluations for parents of school-age students, and assistive technology evaluations for adult students in transition. Typically, clients are making the move from High School to College or other Technical Training, or transitioning from School to Work.  Additionally, PittRehab provides highly individualized training in the use of assistive technology to maximize independence, educational attainment, and employment opportunities.  
His presentation will provide an overview of assistive technology commonly used by students with disabilities. Visit Pitt Rehab online to learn more www.PittRehab.com.
Wednesday, November 2nd, from 7:00-7:25pm:
Susie Puskar, Director of Policy and Innovation, will provide an overview of the services that the Three Rivers Workforce Investment Board provides to school-age youth.

As the leader of Pittsburgh/Allegheny County's public workforce system, Three Rivers Workforce Investment Board (3RWIB) works to ensure that the current and future needs of businesses and job seekers are met. With tens of thousands of jobs available in the Pittsburgh region, 3RWIB bridges the gap between people looking for work and companies in need of talent. 3RWIB invests over $8M annually in programs providing summer and year-round employment and career readiness opportunities to young adults in Pittsburgh and Allegheny County. We serve over 1,200 high school juniors, seniors, dropouts, and low-skilled graduates each year, helping them earn industry recognized certifications, enroll in college, and start their careers. Further, we partner with the City of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County to administer the Learn and Earn program, a six-week summer internship program for youth age 14-21 in the County.

 

Susie Puskar, the Director of Youth Innovation for 3RWIB, will discuss where the job opportunities will be in Allegheny County in the next ten years and how 3RWIB funded programs help prepare the next generation of workers to fill them.
