ACCEPTED LTF Minutes and Proceedings
							Wednesday, May 5, 2022
							Allegheny Intermediate Unit
							Local Task Force
							475 East Waterfront Drive
						Homestead, PA  15120-1144

Members Present

Mrs. Emily Born
Mr. Regis Charlton
Mrs. Cindy Duch
Mrs. Debbie Efkeman
Ms. Jean Ericsson
Mrs. Mary Evrard
Mrs. Penny Gardner
Mrs. Debbie Garvic
Ms. Natalie Krall, Recording Secretary
Mrs. Leanna Lawson
Ms. Ursula Lesic
Dr. Sue Mariani
Mrs. Nicole Meier
Ms. Meredith Peterson
Mr. Zack Stranko
Ms. Christina Yauch
Mrs. Heather Zak

Guests Present

There were four guests present at this meeting.  The following member and was unable to attend this meeting:  Amy Guthrie.

Mrs. Heather Zak, Chairperson of the Local Task Force on the Right to Education (LTF #3) called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM on May 5, 2022.


I. Welcome, Introductions, Excused Members

Members and guests introduced themselves and their affiliations. 

II.  Review/Acceptance of the Minutes of April 6, 2022 

The minutes from the April meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made to accept the  
minutes.  Motion was made by Debbie Efkeman and seconded by Penny Gardner.

III. Treasurer’s Report – Mrs. Heather Zak

Mrs. Zak reviewed the May treasurer’s report with the membership.

IV.   Speaker – Mrs. Nicole Meier – Include Me From the Start

Mrs. Meier explained her program to the membership.  It is a free program to school districts for all services.  Include Me From the Start consults with schools to include children enrolled in special education services in regular education classrooms.  Trainings are provided free of charge to teaches and paraprofessionals in school districts.

V.  Consumer Concerns

A concern was brought up regarding a classroom at a school district that was called the AIU Room.  The school district was going to close this classroom down but several parents asked the school district not to do this since their children loved spending time in this classroom.  Several parents went to the district’s school board meeting and were able to advert the closing of this much loved classroom.


VI.  Informational Items
A. ODS – Mrs. Mary Evrard 
      Mrs. Evrard shared the following items with the membership:  

· If you have any questions about supports and services for individuals with an intellectual disability and / or autism.
        If you need information for individuals with disabilities or resources for basic needs. 
        mevrard@alleghenycounty.us  412-253-1251
 
· Visit the ODS webpage here: https://www.alleghenycounty.us/Human-Services/Programs-Services/Disabilities/Intellectual-Disability-Autism.aspx
Learn about Timely and helpful information and resources here https://www.alleghenycounty.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=6442456626
And access a Community and service systems resource list here https://www.alleghenycounty.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=6442467069
 
Shared through the chat at the meeting:
STAGES II – A Summer Theater Camp Program for Youth with Disabilities
https://www.alleghenycounty.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=6442477823
 The Arc virtual Spring Conference is being offered on May 20th. below. The speakers will be giving a lot of valuable information.
https://www.alleghenycounty.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=6442477824
· Planning a Life of Personal Significance Across the Life Course (focusing on Charting the Lifecourse Framework and Tools),
· The Importance of Future Planning,
· Assistive Technology (AT) – What Is It and How Are these Devices Helpful? and
· Using Medicare and Medicaid: A Primer for Dual Eligibles.
Planet Fitness’ High School Summer Pass welcomes high school teens ages 14-19 to work out at any of its more than 2,200 locations throughout the United States for FREE, all summer long. https://www.planetfitness.com/summerpass/preregistration.  Participants must be between the ages of 14-19 to take part in the program.
 Medical Assistance Recipients Can Receive Text Alerts from PA Department of Human Services (PA DHS)
https://www.phlp.org/en/news/medicaid-recipients-encourged-to-sign-up-for-text-alerts-from-dhs
 The following are some distribution lists that may be helpful in receiving information and resources directly: 
ODS webpage link, www.alleghenycounty.us/Human-Services/Programs-Services/Disabilities/Key-Communicators.aspx to information about:
· Who is ODS and ODP?
· Recent ODP waiver cap changes
· Distribution lists for receiving updates directly from ODP
 
Allegheny County Office of Development Supports (ODS) & PA Office of Developmental Programs (ODP)
The Allegheny County of Human Services Office of Developmental Services (ODS) is the Administrative Entity (AE) in Allegheny County for the Intellectual Disability and Autism (ID/A) service system in the county. Part of what ODS provides is registration into and oversight of this system.
We can also offer information and resources to people with disabilities and those supporting them.
To join the ODS Key Communicator email distribution list and receive information and resources directly, send your request via this contact form. You can also use this contact form to ask questions of ODS.
 The Community Living and Person Family Directed Support (P/FDS or PFD) waivers have new annual budget caps. Details about  2022 caps and other waiver information provided here.
 The PA Department of Human Services Office of Developmental Programs (ODP) oversees the Intellectual Disability and Autism service system in PA. Learn more about ODP at MyODP at www.myodp.org/. From the home screen of MyODP click on Communications to learn about and sign up for regular communications directly from ODP. You can reach ODP for general information and to express concerns at 1-888-565-9435 or on this feedback form.
MyODP News Online
This resource has been created by The Office of Developmental Programs (ODP) to keep stakeholders informed as to relevant news and information as it happens. MyODP News Online is available also in a Weekly Digest that is sent each Friday and contains all of the week’s posted news.
 The ASERT Resource Center publishes a monthly newsletter that provides up-to-date information about events, projects and trainings, as well as other initiatives by ASERT and the Office of Developmental Programs. Learn more and sign up here
To join ASERT's Support Professional Email List click here

B. AIU – Special Education – Mr. Brian Welles

Mr. Welles was not in attendance at this meeting.

C.– AIU – Training and Consultation Program – Mrs. Leanna Lawson

Mrs. Lawson informed the membership that her program is currently sending information to school districts to assess their training needs for next school year.

D.  Superintendent Update – Dr. Sue Mariani

Dr. Mariani informed the membership that she attended a conference in San Diego, CA and she was able to explain about the successful changes she made to Duquesne City SD.

D. LTF/STF Update – Mrs. Heather Zak

Mrs. Zak informed the membership that the next State Task Force Meeting will be held on May 11, 2022.

F. MH Update – Allegheny County MH Children’s Team – Mrs. Emily Born

Mrs. Born informed the membership that the Allegheny County MH Children’s Team is currently trying to hire two new staff members.

Mrs. Born also informed the membership that school districts are picking their outside providers for student assistance programs.

G. Right to Education – Ms. Amy Guthrie

      Ms. Guthrie informed the membership about the following items:

Achieva/ Arc of Greater Pittsburgh updates for LTF2 & LTF3, May, 2022
I. Resources from Achieva- https://www.achieva.info/
A. Advocacy- Individualized support to assist families in navigating special education and support systems (e.g., Early Intervention, Intellectual Disability, Mental Health, Autism); 412-995-5000 ext. 486.
B. Achieva Family Trust- information on webinars, long-term planning, and other resources on the Achieva Family Trust website; to subscribe to the AFT newsletter Trust Matters, see the most recent edition:  April 13, 2022 
1. For information on the Residual grant program: 
http://achievafamilytrust.org/charitable-residual-account/ 
2. Achieva Family Trust webinars this link accesses archived webinars such as: “Future Planning Conference 2021.” 
C. Achieva’s Empowered Voices Leadership group for self-advocates; it meets on Thursdays from 6-8pm on zoom. Achieva.info/ EV Meeting
D. The Cecil and David Rosenthal Memorial Fund can provide grants to help people with intellectual and developmental disabilities live more fully included in their community. For more information and to apply see this link. 
E. Achieva’s Compass newsletter  April 28, 2022 
F. Achieva’s YouTube channel 

II. Special Education Topics/ Resources
A. PaTTAN (PA Training and Technical Assistance Network)- Family Engagement newsletter 
 Transition Tidbits 
PaTTAN Pod 
B. Transition
1. Post-secondary initiatives for students with Intellectual/ Developmental Disabilities (IDD)- 
a. Think College; PA Inclusive Higher Education Consortium https://pihec.com/
b. Achieva Post-Secondary College Planning Project: 412-995-5000 ext. 486
c. US DOE OSEP guidance issued 1-26-22: Postsecondary courses can be included in a student’s IEP transition plan. Thus deemed necessary for FAPE, the LEA is responsible for ensuring that the service is provided.
d. For Pittsburgh Public Schools graduates with IEPs: Dr. Kaye Cupples scholarship 
2.  PEAL- https://www.pealcenter.org/; Events
a. PEAL's Youth Resources for Transition; Youth Development Trainings- Every Other Friday, from 12:00-1:00 pm on Zoom.  
Youth Virtual Coffee Drop Ins, every Thursday at 12PM
b. Transition Tuesdays Archived webinars 
c. Transition Discoveries
3. Person-centered planning- https://www.lifecoursetools.com/
4. Transition Coordinating Council of Allegheny County and the City of Pittsburgh (TCCAC) Register for meetings at this link; For more information: Dr. Erin Grimm erin.grimm@aiu3.net; 412-394-4952
Meeting dates:  May 10, 2022- 11th Annual Mock Interview
5. Representative Dan Miller Disability Summit- http://www.disabilitysummit.com/ 
	Resource Fair and final sessions to be held on May 26, 2022, at Beth El Congregation.

C. Office of Civil Rights 
Factsheet- FAPE for students during pandemic under 504 – Students with disabilities may be entitled to Compensatory Services if they did not receive appropriate evaluations or services during the Covid-19 pandemic.
D. OSERS- US Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services:
Mar 24 letter to Educators and Parents regarding new CDC recommendations
If students are at higher risk of hospitalization and or death from COVID, that IEP or 504-plan team needs to ensure that they are able to receive FAPE safely.  In addition, schools are obligated to make necessary modifications/accommodations to do that without segregating students with disabilities.  One option might be, on a case-by-case basis, expecting others who interact with them to wear masks.  Another might be to have smaller groups of nondisabled peers for instruction so they can be included in at atmosphere with fewer risks.

III. Legislative/ systems advocacy-
A. The Arc Pennsylvania; In Touch newsletter https://us8.campaign-archive.com/?u=4d3151ca1b38a632a9445b3d9&id=28883ad52d April 28, 2022 
1. Workshops: Advocacy and Policy Conference, June 6 & 7, 2022
 PA Family Network range from: Transition, Waiver, Person-Centered Planning
 	Positive Behavioral Supports, from ODP
2. Include me education resources: https://includemepa.org/e-learning/ 
	Includicon: June 21-23
3. Arc Discovery Employment Transitions (ADEPT): https://includemepa.org/what-we-do/adept/ 
4. Policy Information Exchange newsletter: A Slice of PIE, Vol.22, Issue 4, Dec 2021 from the PA Developmental Disabilities Council, with information on the state budget, current legislation, and other topics.  
· The Disability Inclusive Curriculum Bill- Listed as HB 726 in honor of the date of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), it would establish a pilot program to provide instruction to students on political, economic and social contributions of individuals with disabilities. The Special Education Sub-Committee will hold a hearing on February 10, 2022. This hearing is the next step in the process of getting this legislation passed.
· Senate Bill 924, which was introduced by Senator Michele Brooks, would halt the announced closure of Polk and White Haven State Center for at least 5 years. Institutes a task force to review the impact of the planned closure to the residents, staff, and local economy. A closure can only move forward once a majority vote of the task force approves the closure. The bill was voted out of the Senate by a vote of 32-18. It will now go to the House for consideration. 
· The Charter School Reform Act of 2021 (HB 272)- Fixing Pennsylvania’s Charter School Law to protect kids and taxpayers
· HB 85- Would provide for students with disabilities at institutions of higher education. 

B. PA School funding:
1. PA Schools Work https://paschoolswork.org/resources/webinars/ 
2. Advocacy tools- School district data; Advocacy Toolkit   

C. Office of Developmental Programs:
1. Autism and Intellectual Disabilities in PA: https://aidinpa.org/; 
2. ASERT: https://paautism.org/resources/;   
3.  My ODP Podcast covers topics relevant to supporting individuals with disabilities. The current topic is self-determination.
AID in PA – a resource collection for Pennsylvanians in the Autism and Intellectual Disability communities.
D. The Arc of the US: 
Virtual Program Library  
The Arc of the US Advocacy priorities: The Build Back Better Act- Invest in Medicaid home and community-based services (HCBS)- expand access and create more and better direct care jobs Share your story about why Home and Community-Based Services matter 
ABLE Age Adjustment Act- (S.331/ HR. 1219) This would change the eligibility requirement for when the individual acquired their disability from age 26 to age 46.
Arc update on BBB- negotiations are behind closed doors; need to keep the pressure up.
HR 6783- Autism Family Caregivers Act of 2022- would provide caregiver skills training to family members who care for children with autism spectrum disorder or other developmental disabilities.
Action Center – toolkit for advocacy- factsheets, social media, sample letters to the editor.- Congressional districts are changing. Civic action center to register to vote, info on getting out the vote.
Midterm elections- 2022- nonpartisan non-political role to help people have the resources to exercise their right to vote. 

E. Western PA Disability History and Action Consortium: Using Disability History to Ensure Disability Rights
F. FISA Foundation Race + Disability series: Disability Inclusion & Access, free virtual programs. 

H. Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR) – Ms. Marci Katona 
Ms. Katona was not in attendance at this meeting.
I. Disability Options Network – Mr. Regis Charlton
Mr. Charlton informed the membership that his office is currently looking for a transition coordinator.

Mr. Charlton informed the membership the Dan Miller Disability Summit is going on now until May 26, 2022.  They are holding all sessions online along with a resource fair.  If you would like to attend, please visit the following website:  www.diablitysummit.com/sessions

Mr. Charlton also informed the membership that his organization (Center for Independent Living) is looking for diverse board members to be on their board of directors.  Please contact him if you are interested in these positions.

J. Arc of PA – Mrs. Nicole Meier

Mrs. Meier did not have any new information to share with the membership.

VII. Committee Update

A. Parent Assistance Line 

A parent from the Carlynton School District called about their child and has not returned our call yet for more information.

B. Cyclical Monitoring – Mrs. Heather Zak

Mrs. Zak informed the membership that Cyclical Monitoring is finished for this school year.

VIII. Old Business

There was no old business discussed at this meeting.

IX.  New Business

The LTF Nomination Committee will be choosing a new chair and co-chair for the upcoming 
2022-2023 school year.  

It was proposed to have a hybrid LTF meeting schedule for the new school year.  Further 
information will be discussed at the June LTF meeting.

A motion was made to nominate Zack Stranko as a member of LTF #3.

Motion was made by Cindy Duch and seconded by Penny Gardner

Motion was discussed.

Motion passed unanimously.

X.  Membership Rounder

Everyone wished each other A Happy Mother’s Day.

Jean Ericsson informed the membership that the Allegheny Family Network is having a Mental Health Appreciation Event at Rock Bottom in the Waterfront this upcoming Monday, May 8, 2022.
	
      XI.  Motion for Adjournment	

      A motion was made for adjournment.

      Motion was made by Penny Gardner and seconded by Heather Zak.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.
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